
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Negative Space Gallery 
 
  
Your Project Title: Open Doors @ Negative Space 

Your Project Summary: Open Doors @ Negative Space is a 6 week summer fine arts camp. In the summer 

2017, sessions included Drawing, Oil Painting, Print-Making, Wood-burning, Collage, and drumming. Artists 

& musicians affiliated with the Gallery serve as instructors. For summer 2018, we are offering a session 

with Positive Vibes Recording Studio located at the Gallery. Participants are middle school inner city youth 

from Open Doors Academy located within walking distance of Asian Town Center. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided some evidence throughout the 

application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Sean Benolken 

(New York, NY) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Laurel Fisher 

(Nashville, TN) 

Elisheba Johnson  

(Seattle, WA) 

Brittnie Knight  

(Philadelphia, PA) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The program clearly details the classes and the partnership with Open Doors Academy. While 

you demonstrate a strong willingness to partner with the school, I would have liked more detail on the 

students the program would serve. The application was thin on details about who these students are and 

how they stand to benefit from the program. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The Open Doors project of Negative Space Gallery is a compelling project, and their application 

provides evidence throughout that funding criteria are fully met. It’s a community-based and community 

driven initiative serving the need of low-income children through the engagement of artists and musicians. 

I thought the Goal and measures were appropriate as well as the plans for spending CAC funds. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application shows evidence that the funding criteria are met. Congratulations on your recent 

501c3 determination. This type of programming is clearly needed for middle school-aged youth; especially 

during the summer months. A couple of things were unclear in this application. In the Project Basics section 

of the application, it is listed that 500 people will benefit from the 2018 summer program but in the Narrative 

section, it says 120 youth. That is a significant difference. Also, the instructors listed seem to have 

experience in their respective genre/craft but I didn't see evidence that they have experience working with 

youth. It is critical that teaching artists are prepared to work with under-invested youth in a meaningful way. 

This may be the case with this project but I didn't see anything to that effect in the application. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The applicant somewhat meets the finding criteria. There is a demonstrated evidence of artistic 

excellence and how the summer camp and organization is greatly tied to the community and local partners. 

However, the discussion of helping students from "less privileged" backgrounds is followed through based 

on the program fees. 

 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: My only question with this one is how many youth will be served in this program and how they 

are out reaching to potential participants. Demonstrating that you know who you are serving and what their 

needs are is an important part of public benefit. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

